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Overview
The focus of this course is to further develop the knowledge and skills necessary for success in a Canadian academic environment. Students will gain cultural knowledge and academic reading and writing skills.

The three main components of this course are as follows:

Cultural Studies:

Students will become familiar with Canadian culture and society through the study of various sources such as myths, literature, film, oral tradition and music. This course has a particular focus on significant Canadians, Canadian sport and ethics, and Canadian institutions.

Genre Studies:

Genre studies focuses on a student’s reading skills in relation to academic writing. A variety of materials will be used such as reportage, humour/satire, and business writing.
Academic Writing:

Academic writing will focus on the research and writing process. Research skills include using a variety of sources and note-taking. Students will also practice various types of academic writing.  Grammatical structures will also be studied.

Assessment and Evaluation
Students will be assessed and evaluated throughout the year with a variety of

writing assignments

research projects

oral presentations

portfolio and journal entries

quizzes and tests

Students’ reading and writing will be assessed using Ministry of Education Performance Standards for grade 12.  In particular, the Standards for Reading for Information will be used in the Genre Studies Unit and standards for Writing to Communicate Ideas and Information will be used in the Academic Writing Unit. Criterion based assessment will be used for presentations and projects.

Terms 1, 2 and 3 will be weighted equally.  There is no final exam in this course.

Students will be graded according to current provincial guidelines as follows:
A
86-100%
Excellent









B
73-85%

Very Good





C+ 
67-72%

Good




         
C
60-66%

Satisfactory 





C- 50-59%
   
Minimally Satisfactory 



I 
Below 50%       
Unsatisfactory / Incomplete 



F
Below 50% 
Unsatisfactory / No Effort Given 

In addition, on each report card, students will be given a work habit mark of G, S, or N.

Good (G)
( student attends regularly

( homework is consistently completed
( student comes prepared to class
(  student actively contributes to the positive learning environment of the class
( student is on task during the class

( assignments are always completed in presentation quality 

Satisfactory (S) 

( student attends regularly
( homework is completed on a regular basis
( student comes prepared to class
(  student contributes to the positive learning environment of the class
( student is on task during the class
( assignments are completed in presentation quality

  Needs Improvement (N)
( student is deficient in any one of the above categories

Cheating and Plagiarism

Copying from a classmate, book or the Internet is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is any time one person takes credit from someone else’s work.  Any student plagiarizing will get a zero on the assignment and parents/guardians will be notified.  In addition, students will lose honour role status and scholarship possibilities.  Students who “share” their individual work with friends will also receive zero.

Attendance

Attendance and punctuality are mandatory.  Absences impede progress in the course.  There will be no opportunity to make up work for unexcused absences or lateness.  In the case of an excused absence or lateness, it is the responsibility of the student to make up the missed work promptly.
Late Policy

Except in the case of extenuating circumstances, it will be expected that students hand in their completed assignments on the due date.  If an extension is necessary, it must be negotiated with the teacher well in advance of the deadline.
Note:  This course outline is subject to change.  However, the teacher will ensure that all components of the ACL 12 curriculum are covered.
