Counselling Update – April 2010
	



Counselling WEBSITE http://www2.sd45.bc.ca/schools/rockridge
Look under “Departments – Counselling”
· your online connection to Course Booklet, graduation requirements, Post-Secondary program/admissions criteria, financial aid & scholarships, career planning, Grad Transitions, etc.


Course Selections
Students have now completed their course selections for next year!  The timetable will now be designed around student selections.  We thank the students for their diligence in seeking information before they did their selections in order to make good decisions.   

Students will have the first 11 school days in September to request course changes for the year.  However,  please be aware that any further course change requests can only be accommodated if there is room in the preferred course, or if conflicts do not exist.
Summer School

West Vancouver’s Summer Learning schedule is now online.  Online registration opens Monday May 3rd, 2010.  The BC Ministry of Education provides summer learning for residents of BC only.  International fee paying students currently enrolled in West Van. School District must pay course fees.
Please see www.sd45.bc.ca for information and registration.

Planning your Future?


The following web sites are helpful to explore different careers, education pathways, etc.

www.canlearn.ca – information on all post secondary schools in Canada

www.educationplanner.bc.ca – information on post secondary schools in BC

www.workfutures.bc.ca – career search and information on the BC labour market 

www.bced.gov.bc.ca/careers/planning - information on planning a career
Post Secondary Information
1. Are you planning to go to any post secondary school in Canada?  You MUST have your grade 12 marks authorized to be sent to all post secondary schools in Canada, including BC!  You MUST do this for your final acceptance, otherwise your final marks will NOT be sent in July!!

Please go to the following web site by April 30th:

www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams
· Go to “Student Secure Web” icon 

· Log on with PEN (provincial education number)

· Create an Account (You do not need to give a school email!)

· Click on “Post Secondary Institution Selections”

· Click on “Select PSI’s”

· Check off the institutions that you want your marks to be sent.

· Click on “Display of BC Electronic PSI’s” to see if your chosen school is listed.  If your school does NOT show up in section 1, try section 2 (Non-Electronic), or section 3 (for Alberta, and other provinces – be sure to filter by Canada.

· Be sure to check off the box at the bottom of the next page

· Print off “Current PSI Selections” list for future reference

Counsellors will be hosting optional lunchtime sessions in April, dates TBA
Scholarships

For all outside scholarships, please check out:

www.bcawardsonline.org
www.scholarshipscanada.com
www.studentawards.com
OR  www.studentscholarships.org
For all internal scholarships (within Rockridge), please see the Rockridge web site (counsellor’s page – scholarships) to see the list of awards and the criteria.  Please submit your scholarship resume to counselling office by April 22nd, (this was extended by a week) as well as the Scholarship Application form, to be considered for these various awards.
District Dogwood Awards are offered to students in the areas of Fine Arts, Applied Skills, Languages or Physical Activity.  These application forms can be found in the counselling office, and are due May 1st.

Language Proficiency Index (LPI)

LPI is not used for admission purposes, but is used to determine the student’s placement in first year English.  Different BC universities have different exemption requirements: 

English 12 mark, either interim or final required for exemption:  SFU – 75%,  UBC – 80%,  Capilano – 86%, U VIC – 86%.

Sittings are offered across the lower mainland on April 17th, May 8th, May 29th, June 12th.  Please see www.ares.ubc.ca/LPI for information and registration.

