Rockridge PAC Meeting
Draft Minutes
November16, 2010
Executive Present:

Sheelah Donahue, Marylene Kyriazis, Lesley Miller, Nancy Henderson, Judith Weymark, Lynne Bespflug, Caroline Helbig
Executive Regrets: Rosalina Voth

Parents Present:

Elisa Sung, Annette Parsons, Tina Schultze, Kathy Parasiuk, Darlene Harrison, Pat Taylor, Cheryl Cameron, Judith Fisher, Jueun Lee, Misun Lee, Kelly VanUnen, Moon Sun Lee
Total:  12 Parents

Meeting called to order at 8:45 am
Addition to agenda announced by Sheelah Donahue to include “Key to Scholarships” by Annette Parsons.
Motion by Lesley Miller to adopt the agenda, seconded by Nancy Henderson.
Motion to adopt the minutes of the October meeting by Cheryl Cameron, seconded by Caroline Helbig.
Key to Scholarships: Annette Parsons announced that SFU graduate Brittany Palmer will be presenting a seminar Unlock your Future: Key to Scholarships on Dec.8 at 6:30pm at Rockridge Player’s Hall. The seminar is geared to students (grades 10-12) and parents with the objective of helping navigate scholarship application. The school is paying the speakers fee but a suggested donation of $5-$10/family will be collected at the door. The donations will go to the Scholarship Fund. It was noted that grade 12 students should be encouraged to attend as there are many scholarships available and it is not too late to apply. For more information about this event, see the school’s website.

Principal’s Report:  John Crowley (for Marne Owen) was pleased to report that Rockridge teacher Dan Conner is the recipient of the prestigious Governor General’s Award for Teaching Excellence in History. Congratulations Mr. Conner!

Congratulations also go to the athletes in Senior Boys Soccer, Senior Girls Volleyball and Bantam Boys Rugby with all teams winning major athletic banners.

The Friday afternoon basketball clinics have been getting upwards of 30-40 Rockridge students as well as a good showing from elementary feeder schools.

It was clarified that extra-curricular sports are not funded by the school or the district and all coaching is done on a volunteer basis. Extra-curricular sports are financed on a user pay system, and unfortunately costs have been escalating significantly. A large portion of these costs include: referee fees, tournament entry fees, transportation, and TOC (teacher on call) costs when coaches are away from school. John Crowley commended parents for their efforts in supporting Rockridge sports teams and suggested that further creative ideas will be required to fund these important extra-curricular sports.
The Passport to Education is a government-funded program that rewards academic excellence in grades 10,11, and 12 with monetary “stamps” that are applied to post secondary education. The value of these stamps is: $250 for grades 10, 11 and $275 for grade 12. There are 9000 stamps province-wide and they are allocated based on school enrolment in September. Rockridge receives approximately 20 stamps per grade. Students need not apply for this program. Recipients are informed via letter in Fall. Allocation of stamps is based primarily on academic standing (GPA). If too many students qualify on basis of GPA, priority is given too those who have done service hours. As Rockridge is a very high achieving school, unfortunately many “A” students do not receive this funding. For more information, see the Ministry of Education website.
It was clarified that there are two different types of service hours: grad transition hours and school based service hours that qualify for end of year recognition awards. Grad transitions is a requirement for grade 11 and 12 students and students must accumulate 30 hours for graduation. This program is administered by Kel McDowell, who assists students with the required documentation. Hours for grad transition may be accumulated through school-based service,  community-based service and also paid work/summer jobs. Strictly school-based service hours are recognized at year-end with school service recognition awards
Treasurer’s Report:  Judith Weymark. Our current balance is $102,571. The projected cash balance for year-end is $52,971. This includes the approved $56,000 cost of installation of bleachers. Sheelah Donahue mentioned that the $10,000 budgeted for wine-tasting fundraiser may not transpire. Whether it happens or not we still have a sizable accumulated balance and we need to decide what to do with it: invest, spend etc. It was agreed that when the money is used, it must be put toward programs/initiatives that encompass the entire school community –athletics, music, scholarships, wood work/home ec..
A discussion ensued on the need to set up a “philosophy” on how we spend PAC funds. Some parents felt that Marne Owen and school administration are best able to determine where the money is most needed and they need to come to PAC with a priority list. It was also suggested that PAC might contribute to the “hardship fund” which comes out of the principal’s discretionary fund. John Crowley confirmed that lately there has been a larger draw on the discretionary fund to support Rockridge families.
Sheelah Donahue cautioned that we should not be using PAC funds to pay for infrastructure initiatives, nor should we completely abdicate fund allocation to school administration/staff. The PAC executive will formulate a philosophy on spending. This will then be put forward to the PAC at large for discussion and approval. 
Cheryl Cameron noted that feedback from parents indicates that many would prefer to write a cheque as opposed to taking on time consuming fundraising. However some fundraising is needed to support those in need who can’t write a cheque.
Co-chair’s Report: Sheelah Donahue

· Society Act/Rules of Order Review: PAC needs to be conscientious about abiding by the constitution and by-laws. While some of these may be out of date, amendments can only be made at the annual AGM. Brenton Spencer has agreed to look at the constitution.

· Request for PAC funding: The PAC executive is currently working on a document that will set out process and application guidelines for PAC funding. This will be discussed at the next PAC meeting.

· School Directory: This is almost ready to go out. Sheelah will check it one last time to ensure that no families are included who requested they not appear in the directory.

· Traffic and Safety: The school is experiencing significant traffic/congestion issues, particularly around drop-off time. Cars should not be parked (or waiting) in the lane outside the Home Ec. Office between 7-9am. Parents are requested to not block or use the designated handicapped parking spots. There are usually parking spots available in the student parking lot off Caulfeild Dr.. There is a major traffic problem at the Headland Dr. entrance to the school where students are using the cross walk from Caulfeild Plaza.  PAC will be sending out emails to provide guidelines to parents about traffic and safety around the school.

· Environmental Committee: A recent discussion at a DPAC meeting highlighted the need for schools to have environmental committees. As Rockridge has a great Environment Club, there is no need for an additional committee.

· Dry Grad: Please contact PAC executive if you are able to volunteer.

· Sound System Funding: A cheque request has come through for a wish list item from last school year that was not purchased until recently – a portable speaker/microphone system. As unused wish list allocations can’t automatically be carried over to the following year, PAC must approve the funding. Motion by Cheryl Cameron to approve funding for the sound system.  Seconded by Tina Schultz.
DPAC (District PAC - a parent body that has representation from all schools within the District):  Nancy Henderson (Rockridge DPAC rep) reported that in incidents such as the ones that occurred at West Van Secondary last month, there are two main groups involved: the risk assessment team and the critical incident team. The latter provides needed counselling for students and faculty. There are 32 West Vancouver District staff members involved in these teams. The best source for information during critical incidents is the West Vancouver School District website.

The West Vancouver Police Dept. is developing an anonymous “tip-line” for students to report Facebook abuse.

Translink is undertaking a major bus review in 2011.
The catchment for Bowen Island students will be transitioning from West Van to Rockridge within the next 4-5 years.

Field Hockey is being considered as an addition to the sports academies.

Discussions have been open on examining the feasibility of a year-round school calendar on a provincial basis.

Follow Chris Kennedy, incoming Superintendent on his website www.cultureofyes.ca...
Bleachers Update: The committee does not have information to share yet. Sheelah Donahue indicated that an FYI type update will be sent via email, however no decisions will be made outside the PAC forum.

Scholarship Committee Update: Pauline Jones is unable to fulfil her role in this committee; so one additional committee member is required. Sheelah Donahue will contact all parents who have expressed interest.

Wreaths and Garlands Fundraiser: The deadline for orders is November 19. The order information is on the Rockridge website.

Covenant House: Due to high demand for beds on cold, rainy nights, Covenant House must turn away people. Volunteers bring backpacks filled with small comfort and hygiene items to assist those who must spend the night outside. Please help by donating backpacks, toiletries, socks, gloves, scarves, etc.. A space just outside the office is being used for collection. Items are gratefully accepted until December 10.

Gift of Music, Farewell to Geoff Jopson: This event takes place at the Kay Meek Centre on December 13th, 7:00-9:30. Please see school district website for details and tickets.

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 am, next meeting on January 18, 2011, 7:00-9:00pm
