Rockridge PAC Meeting

October 19, 2010
Executive Present:

Marylene Kyriazis, Lesley Miller, Nancy Henderson, Judith Weymark, Caroline Helbig, Lynne Bespflug

Executive Regrets:  Sheelah Donahue, Rosalina Voth

Parents Present:

Elisa Sung, Kasandra Griebel, Michalle Rees, Bridie Marshall, Annette Parsons, Tina Schultze, Tammy Dom, Kathy Parasiuk, Jan Moger, Pauline Jones, Darlene Harrison, Rita Telford, Marie Kirkwood, Pat Taylor, Marty Popoff

Total:  15 Parents

Meeting called to order at 8:45 am

Motion by Darlene Harrison to Adopt the Agenda with the addition of the DPAC report by Nancy Henderson and a report on Cobbs Fundraiser by Darlene Harrison, seconded by Tina Schultze.

Motion to adopt the minutes of the previous meeting by Jan Moger, seconded by Nancy Henderson.

Principal’s Report:  Marne Owen handed out an outline for the upcoming X block units which is available for viewing on the web page.  One big success with the X block is the ability to grant students extra “time” whether they are attending presentations or working in smaller groups with teacher supervision.  Instead of pulling students out of class for presentations, with the X block format, there is time set aside.  The X block has been very successful to date.
For parents of grade 11 students, encourage them to attend University visits now and not to wait until grade 12.  They need to make sure they are taking the right courses and that they are on the right track before they enter grade 12.  A big thank you to Marne for her work in coordinating the X Block which allows events to occur without disrupting classes.
We are fortunate to have Eliza Sung at today’s meeting.  Eliza works with the students and families in the English as a 2nd Language program and will be translating the minutes to this meeting to be distributed to those families.  

Marne also handed out information on Risk Assessment.  This information can be found in the student day planner as well as on the web page.  This information was reviewed with all students with their homeroom teacher.  In addition, once a year there is a full school assembly and a lockdown drill with the participation of the police department.  This is currently scheduled in early December. 

It is important to keep in mind there are different levels of risk.  Low risk would be a bear on the school grounds and the student and staff are kept inside until the bear leaves. Worrisome Student Behaviour is a different level of risk.  A student may utter a threat, most times, the school can deal with this issue, but the parents and police can also be notified if the school believes there is a possibility of an incidence.  Students are very good at sharing information with the staff and often situations are diffused very quickly.

In regards to the recent situation at WVSS which had some writing on the side of one of the buildings, there is a risk assessment team that works with the school board and the police department to determine any action that will be taken.  It is important to keep in mind that there are always lots of rumours and it’s hard to know what is true and what is wrong information.  It is best to check the district web page and the West Vancouver Police department web page for accurate information.  Their message may seem cryptic but because it is a police investigation, it is important to make sure that parents are informed, but information required for the investigation be presented so as not to hinder the police investigation.  
Basketball Program: Marty Popoff reported that this program has been very successful.  Approximately 12 to 15 parents/teachers and students attended the coaching clinics.  The student clinic held on Fridays had 26 attendees with another 8 or so planning to attend.  There has been some success in starting this program in the feeder elementary schools both at Caulfield and Gleneagles but the student clinic for elementary students may not proceed as only 1 student was registered, although a few more turned up.  The elementary program will run for another week or so before that decision is made.  A fundraiser is being held to offset any cost of this program, although the fees with be nominal as the gym time is supplied at no cost.

Treasurer’s Report:  Judith Weymark   There has been little activity in our account over the last month.  The BC Gaming grant has been received, $16380.00 which is $20 under the original estimate.  There was $500 received from the BBQ but the expenses have not been paid yet.

Co-chair’s Report:  Marylene Kyriazis   Sheelah Donahue could not make this meeting because she was ill, so at the next meeting, Sheelah will review Roberts Rules and the Society Rules.  There was a discussion in regards to the website.  Work is currently underway to develop the parent portal.  Currently the Minutes to the meeting and the PAC agenda are posted but soon we will include community information and any parent information.  If you are interested in helping design the web page and want to learn how to use the Share Point program please let Nancy Henderson know.  If you have any suggestions of what you would like to see on the web page or if you have any problem with the web page, please email the PAC co-chairs, their email info is on the web page.

DPAC (District PAC which is a parent body that has representation from all schools within the District that liaises with the Distinct):  Nancy Henderson (Rockridge DPAC rep) reported that a Kick Off meeting was held called “Back to the Future.”  This was a discussion about technology, the way it used to be and what we can expect.  Geoff Jobson, the current Superintendent, is retiring at the end of December and Chris Kennedy is the incoming Superintendent. He has a blog and uses twitter so you can subscribe to his newsletter if you are interested.  Chris believes that Technology is a tool to enrich education.  For example, cell phones can be used to text information during presentations for instant poll results.
The book, The Price of Privilege by Madeline Levine was given to DPAC reps. This book might be interesting for parent to read as it deals with students living in areas where there are high expectations both by the students themselves, and by their parents. The book talks about how parental pressure and material advantage are creating a generation of disconnected and unhappy kids. There will be a book club discussion at the December DPAC meeting and all are welcome to attend.  The meeting is held the first Wednesday of the month at the Inglewood Curriculum centre.

The Executive is working on a Budget Guildline policy.  The budget is set in the spring previous to the school year so often things come up that may need PAC funding and this policy will set the guidelines of how to ask for funding.  The first step is always to speak with Marne to make sure the request is appropriate for PAC funding and something the school is interested in supporting.  The request would be forwarded to the Executive and if it meets the guidelines, then presented at the next PAC meeting.  The guidelines will be posted when finalized. 
The MYP Committee will consist of the following parents:  Lesley Miller, Mara Strickland, Andrea Hamilton, Kathy Parasiuk and Rita Telford.  These parents will be invited to the next staff meeting in November to begin working on the mission statement and reviewing the policies on assessment.  Students and Staff are also a part of this committee.  Thanks to those parents for volunteering.

Lesley Miller and Judith Weymark were appointed by the PAC as the Trustees to the Scholarship Committee.  Kathy Parasiuk and Pauline Jones will form the parent representation on the Scholarship committee.  The will have 3 or 4 meetings per year and thanks to those parents for volunteering.
Bleacher Committee: Judith Weymark reported that the committee working on the bleachers will contact the SD45 facilities department and they are in the process of beginning work on the allocation of $56,000 to purchase the bleachers.
Darlene Harrison reported that there is a new band teacher, Ian Brown, and she is helping to fundraise for band activities.  Currently the Cobbs at Caulfield will donate 5% of each purchase if you mention Rockridge School at the time of purchase.  Friends, family and anyone you know can help support the band program by just telling Cobbs you are with Rockridge.  There will be a Purdy’s chocolate fundraiser where 25% of sales received goes back to the school.  If you are interested but do not know anyone in the band, please check with Darlene Harrison for more info.
Caroline Helbig reported on the Gleneagles Community Advisory Committee which is looking for resident imput.  There is a strong representation of youth this year, including 2 Rockridge students.  If you have any program ideas, you can contact Brian Bull who is the Coordinator at Gleneagles Rec centre.  He is looking for feedback in regards to the Spring Summer programs that are being set now whether it’s fitness or sports or community events, he can be reached at bbull@westvancouver.ca or by phone 604-921-2102 or you can speak to Caroline Helbig.
The Marmot Outdoor Apparel Sample Sale is happening on October 28th from 3 to 6 pm in Players Hall.  Everything will be marked down by 50% and 10% of all sales will go to the Rockridge PAC.
“Navigating Post-Secondary Options” is a seminar to be held at the Kay Meek on November 3rd from 7:00 to 8:45 pm, tickets are $15 and should be purchased in advance.

The Wreath and Garland Fundraiser is just waiting to confirm the date and location for this year.  The prices will remain the same.  The feeder elementary schools were contacted and they will be supporting this fundraiser as well.  If anyone has any ideas how to boost sales, please contact Pat Taylor.

There will be a community Halloween party on October 29th at the Gleneagles Golf Course, as well there will be a children’s party running at the rec centre to provide child care.  Tickets can be purchased by phoning 604-921-2100 ID #756417 for $29/person.

Hot/Cold Appetizers provided by the Clubhouse, Costume Prizes, Games, Fortune Tellers and Surprises Galore.  Dancing Music, Cash Bar.

A Gift of Music: A Farwell to Geoff Jopson will be held on December 13th at the Kay Meek from 7 – 9:30 pm.  The event is a fundraiser for the Music Department for all schools called the“Gift of Music”.  Ticket info is TBA at this time.
Parents as Career Coaches, Nancy and Sheelah are attending this 3 x 3 hour course at WVSS.  They will report back to the PAC to see if we want to bring this presentation to Rockridge.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 am, next meeting on November 16th at 8:45 in the library. 

