Rockridge Secondary PAC Meeting

Tuesday, May 17, 2011

Executive Present:

Sheelah Donahue, Marylene Kyriazis, Lesley Miller, Nancy Henderson, Judith Weymark, Lynne Bespflug, Rosalinda Voth, Caroline Helbig

Parents Present:

Irene Leschert, Jane Dewar, Rita Telford, Jean Todd, Cheryl Cameron, Andrea Hamilton, Kelly VanUnen, Susan Richardson, Lisa Richardson
Total:  17 Parents

Meeting called to order at 7:50 pm

Agenda Addition (Sheelah Donahue):

Announcement of new committee –Constitutional Bi-law Committee- to assist with governance issues and further review the constitution. Brenton Spencer, a Rockridge parent and bi-law specialist will be heading this committee. Irene Leschert suggested calling the committee the Governance Committee.

Agenda Addition (Lesley Miller):

Lesley suggested eliminating evening PAC meetings in favour of daytime meetings only. After some discussion it was concluded that although the daytime meetings get better attendance we should keep periodic evening meetings so that those who work during the day have the opportunity to attend.

Principal’s Report (Marne Owen): 

Marne Owen reported that much of the calendar for the 2011-12 school year has already been built and parents should check the website for important activity dates and pro-D days. Among the already scheduled events are: meet the teacher night, Remembrance Day assembly, take your child to work day, grad photo day.

The school year is winding down but there are still important dates/events in May/June:

May31: Band concert

June 14: Commencement at the Orpheum

June 20: Teacher Appreciation Lunch

June 29: Awards Night

Plus, in-class and provincial finals will be taking place. Marne Owen reported that next year some of the provincial exams will be strictly electronic.

Collaborative time; Marne Owen presented a new format for staff collaborative time pertaining to the IB-MYP. Replacing x-block will be afternoon sessions held15 times over the school year. On these days all four blocks will be condensed into the morning schedule. During the afternoon sessions, students will be involved in assemblies, grade specific sessions and independent study time.  More planned sessions will occur for the younger grades with relatively more independent study time for the older grades. The bus schedule will remain as is.

The rationale for the change is that the longer sessions (2 hours) are more effective for collaborative time than the short x-block periods. Also, Ms. Owen and the counsellors weren’t able to adequately participate in the collaborative sessions as they were busy running x-block. Their attendance at the collaborative sessions is crucial, and the move to fewer sessions of longer duration would greatly expand their level of involvement. The IB program hinges on effective collaboration time.

A discussion ensued with parents being very supportive of the need for effective collaborative time to foster the IB-MYP. However, several parents expressed concern about independent study for the younger grades and also that students would simply skip the afternoon. Concern about safety with respect to the younger students being unsupervised and arriving home early to an empty house was also expressed. Ms. Owen reiterated that the grade 8 sessions are already quite booked. There was a general agreement among parents that the sessions should be “marketed” by the school as mandatory, especially for the younger grades. Several parents expressed an interest in supervising or helping at the sessions to promote strong student attendance. Ms. Owen is very receptive to parent involvement. A group of parents – Kelly VanUnen, Susan Richardson and Sheelah Donahue – will meet to discuss how parents can best support the collaborative time sessions and ensure that kids are staying in school. They will bring their ideas and recommendations to Ms. Owen.

Student Request for Funds (Laura Cameron, Trevor Bestwick):

Laura and Trevor provided an excellent presentation on behalf of the Free the Children Club. The Club, along with West Vancouver Secondary and Sentinel Secondary will host a benefit bash on June 3 (5pm-8pm) at Rockridge with proceeds going to Free the Children. The event is a student-led outdoor concert featuring talented musicians from all three schools.

The clubs from each school are responsible for different tasks for the event. Rockridge is in charge of security (cost of $684.44) and rental of PA system ($180). The students asked RSPAC for $684.44 toward the security cost. 

A discussion followed noting PAC has $2000 in the budget for social responsibility with none of this amount yet allocated. An initial motion was made by Judith Weymark to give the club $684.44. Lesley Miller proposed that we add the $180 for PA rental and amended the motion that RSPAC provide the Rockridge Free the Children Club with $864.44 to cover their portion of the benefit bash cost. Seconded by Rosalinda Voth. Motion passed.

Additional Agenda Item (Sheelah Donahue):

It was noted that we neglected to discuss one budget item (grad funding) at the AGM. In 2010 PAC provided a $1000 advance for Dry Grad. PAC executive concluded that they were not willing to continue with this due to liability issues. However, there was agreement that an annual $1000 contribution toward subsidizing the official grad dinner/dance would be a desirable option.

Cheryl Cameron suggested putting forth a motion to put $1000 toward a grad dinner/dance, but felt that parents should have some input on how the money is used. This however cannot appear as a line item in the budget because it was not presented at the AGM.

Further discussion on how the $1000 might be spent toward the grad dinner/dance will be deferred to the next school year. It was felt that a separate “grad event committee” would be needed to provide input and direction on spending. Cheryl Cameron, Rita Telford and Nancy Henderson indicated they would be interested in taking on this role.

DPAC Summary (Nancy Henderson):

· There has been great participation in DPAC this year.

· The new DPAC Chair is Elaine McHarg.

· The municipal election is coming up in November and this includes election of school trustees.

· Main topic of discussion in DPAC meetings has been technology and communication.  Parents are encouraged to provide their feedback on preferred method and frequency of communication –newsletter, website, email.

Bleachers Update (Rita Telford):

· The plans (drawings) have been received and they look great.

· There is one more cost to cover (structural engineer) for final sign-off.

· The project is going to tender and Dick Devine from Facilities will handle this.

· Construction is expected to begin as soon as school gets out for summer holidays.

· The bleachers will be in three terraced steps. The committee is looking at the possibility of adding a plaza at the top of the hill backing onto the street. This is not part of the current budget and discussions about the addition of this phase II will be deferred to the Fall.

Emergency Preparedness (Nancy Henderson):

· We are totally ready for an emergency.
· We have enough food for 1/3 of our student population for three days.
· Food is being replaced as needed when expiration comes due.
· Nancy to check if can openers are included.
Scholarship Committee (Lesley Miller):

· The committee has met several times over the school year.

· $11,000 has been allocated for 22 school-based scholarships.

· There may be two or three more allocated from the scholarship account.

· There are usually over 30 scholarships offered from organizations and the community. We are always looking for more scholarship donations.

· Thanks to Sue Atwood who donated over $5000 for future Rockridge scholarships as part of her retirement legacy.

School Planning Council (Lesley Miller):

The committee (Marne Owen, Cheryl Cameron, Brenda Henry, Lesley Miller) has met twice to review the student/parent satisfaction surveys and school goals.  They discussed changing one of the goals to include IB implementation. Ms. Owen will discuss with the teachers and staff and gather input. The committee will meet two more times to finish reviewing data and discuss next year’s goals. 

Upcoming Events (Rosalinda Voth):

Teacher Appreciation Lunch –June 20. More volunteers are needed. 

Back to School Pancake Breakfast  - September 9 - for grade 8’s and new families.

Meet the Teachers Night –Sept.22. Bring salad, dessert or help with BBQ. We need a co-ordinator for this event.

Meeting adjourned 9:00pm.

