Minutes to RSPAC - DRAFT

January 18, 2011

Executive Present:  Marylene Kyriazis, Lesley Miller, Nancy Henderson, Caroline Helbig, Lynne Bespflug

Executive Regrets:  Sheelah Donahue, Judith Weymark, Rosalinda Voth

Parents Present:  Jane Dewar, Irene Leschert, Nora Kerin, Cheryl Cameron, Judith Fisher, Schaila Ghorbankhani

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm

Motion by Nancy Henderson, seconded by Caroline Helbig to adopt the adgenda. Carried.

Motion by Nancy Henderson, seconded by Caroline Helbig to adopt the minutes to the November RSPAC meeting.  Carried.

Principal Report-Marne Owen

Marne presented a history of how Rockridge became an IBMY candidate school. 

2008/2009  was the start of the program, there was an investigation and presentation to the staff.  It was agreed that Rockridge was the right school in the West Vancouver district to have the middle years program and by the end of 2009 school year, 11 staff members had been trained.

2009/2010 was the Feasibility study.  An application was submitted and feeder school presentations begun.  

2010/2011 Currently, there are 20 trained staff at level 1 and 2, the application was accepted and 50 % of the curriculum taught has to use the IB methodology.

2011/2012  The full application B will be submitted, there will be an evaluation visit by the IB administrators and by September 2013, Rockridge should have full authorization.  

The staff are just in the process of creating a new mission statement that will be put onto the web site.  Any comments by parents are welcome if you are interested.  Currently the IB program is offered in grade 8 and 9 but it will be a grade 8 to 10 program. 

To summarize the IBMY program  

The IB Middle Years Program for students aged 11 to 16 provides a framework of academic challenge that encourages students to embrace and understand the connections between traditional subjects and the real world, and become critical and reflective thinkers.  The next step is to continue the learning, complete the assessment policy and put together the paperwork for application B.

Jennifer Towers will be taking over from Brooke Moore as the IBMY coordinator while Ms Moore is on maternity leave.

Important upcoming dates (check the web page for more details)

January 27 – Programming event for parents

January 26 -28 – Drama club’s “Almost Maine” at the Kay Meek

                            Ticket $10 advance, $12 at the door

Feb. 4 – World Food Simulation

Feb. 10 – Jazz Café

Feb. 17 – Pro D Day

Feb. 18 – Reading Break

May 13 – Confirmed as the Grad Banquet at the Bayshore

Cheryl Cameron has volunteered to recruit parents to organize the Dry Grad Party.

Sue Atwood retired and was replace by Joanne McKee

Registration is beginning for the 2011/2012 school year.  Presentations are being held at feeder schools including Bowen Island which is now a feeder school to Rockridge   Grade 7 Bowen students who currently have an older sibling at WVSS can chose which school they would like to attend.

The wish list is in the process of being completed

Communications  via TV’s to aid in displaying announcements

Small items for LSP/Foods

Exploring the possibility of purchasing some Kobo’s for the library on a test trail basis

Executive Report-Marylene Kyriazis

Geoff Jopson recently retired and his retirement party centered on his desire to raise money to support the music program in the district.  Approximately $30,000 was raised at his retirement party through donations from parents and guests who attended. 

Motion by Cheryl Cameron, 2nd by Irene Leschert to make a one time $500 donation to the Geoff Jopson Legacy fund from RPAC.  Motion passed.
Brad Daudlin will oversee the allocation of the funds.

We are in the process of completing guidelines for fundraising as well as budget guidelines, both documents will be posted on the web page.

On Feb. 15th there will be a parent feedback meeting with the district staff and school trustees.  If you have any questions or comments you would like presented, please send them to Nancy Henderson via email. (nancyhe@telus.net)

Nancy is also working on the parent portal and she is putting together some commonly asked questions and answers.  If you have any questions, please forward them to Nancy.

Treasurers Report

We are in good shaped financially.  The wreath fundraiser made just over $1300.  

DPAC Report-Nancy Henderson

West Van police gave a presentation of Lockdown procedures.  No use of cell phones during a lockdown was the message the police wanted to stress to the students. There will be a brochure called the “Do’s & Don’ts During Lockdown Procedure” which will be written by Jodi Langlois and available to parents.

If there is a lockdown, the district web site will provide the most updated information.

Risk Assessment.  There is a team and process in place and available if  you or your child has concerns about another students behaviour.  Our school district would like us to be proactive by reporting any type of worrisome behaviour that you observe to the respective principal.

The Synervoice System is being introduced in our district.  This system contacts you by text/phone/email to advise if the school is closed for a snow day, if there is a lockdown, or any information that needs to be sent to the entire parent community.

Gary Kern who is in charge of technology in the district is looking for feedback from parents in regards to technology for students, school and parent.

Rockridge website now posts the daily announcements that are also put on the intercom system at the school.

Chris Kennedy, the new superintendent has a blog you can subscribe to www.cultureofyes.ca.  He has also posted his cell phone number.

On January 27th there will be a Translink meeting at the West Van Rec Centre (6-9pm) to discuss WV Bus service.  If you were affected by the bus cuts, you might want to attend.

Bleachers update – Cheryl Cameron

The bleachers will be installed on the east side of the field.  They will be low maintenance, made of concrete with some kind of seat.  The idea is to encourage kids to use the field at lunch, a place to sit, eat your lunch and “hang out.”

The architect has met with Dick Devine, Director of Facilities at the district and we are waiting for their feedback.  The budget allocation is $56,000.  Thanks to Cheryl, Rita and Judith for following this process along.

Scholarship Committee – Lesley Miller

Their intention is to raise enough money to continue to maintain the fund to provide the same level of scholarship awards.  On Monday, Feb. 21st there will be a fundraiser at the Troller Pub in Horseshoe Bay from 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm.  $15 for a burger and beer or a glass of wine.  $10 goes to the school for the scholarship fund.  There will be a live auction as well.  Everyone welcome.

There will be a field hockey academy at Sentinel High School for the 2011/2012 school year.  Students from Rockridge can attend, 30 students will be accepted. 

Take a look at the November newsletter for a link to a video in regards to the Changing Education by Sir Ken Robinson.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

