Rockridge Secondary PAC Meeting

Wednesday, April 27, 2011

Executive Present:

Sheelah Donahue, Lesley Miller, Nancy Henderson, Judith Weymark, Lynne Bespflug, Caroline Helbig, Rosalinda Voth

Executive Regrets: Marylene Kyriazis

Parents Present:

Judith Fisher, Lorna Kelly, Una Kerin, Leslie Shuparski, Jane Dewar, Rita Telford
Total:  13 Parents

Meeting called to order at 1:50 pm

Motion to adopt the agenda by Leslie Shuparski, seconded by Nancy Henderson.

Motion to adopt the minutes of the February meeting by Nancy Henderson, seconded by Leslie Shuparski.

Principal’s Report (Marne Owen): 

Enrolment looks excellent for next school year. We currently have 770 students and expect 855 for the start of the 2011/12 school year. A major increase in the number of incoming grade 8 students is driving this. Rockridge’s commitment to the IBMY program appears to be a strong contributing factor. International student enrolment is expected to hold steady.

The Student Council will be holding a fundraiser on Saturday, May 7 with a garage sale and car wash beginning at 11:00am. Donations for the garage sale are gratefully accepted and should be placed in the bins by the main office.

Plans are underway for a group of students to travel to Kenya in July 2012 to volunteer and travel with Free the Children organization. So far, 22 students have expressed interest. Mr. Dickinson and Ms. Owen plan to accompany the group. There will be a variety of fundraising and educational initiatives leading up to this trip. A fundraising Elementary School dance is planned for May 6.

Students from Rockridge, West Vancouver and Sentinel are doing a joint fundraiser for Free the Children on June 3 from 5-8pm An outdoor concert will be held at Rockridge featuring talented musicians and “garage bands” from all three schools. Money raised will go to building schools and wells.

Co-chair’s Report (Sheelah Donahue):

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held at the May 17 RSPAC meeting. A new PAC executive will be elected/appointed. If there is more than one person interested in a particular executive position, a decision will be made by ballot. Everyone is welcome to put forth his/her name for an executive position. If you would like more information, please contact a member of the PAC executive before the meeting.

Sheelah Donahue and Marylene Kyriazis will be stepping down from their co-chair roles, but continuing as “Past-Chair” PAC executives.

RSPAC is in the process of re-drafting the Constitution as it is out-dated and also has numerous stylistic issues.  Changes to the Constitution can only be made at the AGM . These changes will be tabled at the meeting. Sheelah Donahue provided examples of some of the possible revisions:

· Clarification of terms –SPC, DPAC, etc.

· Avoid use of the term “and so on”, ie: be specific.

· Correct spelling and punctuation.

· Replace bullet points with sequential numbering for easier reference.

· Clarify role of RSPAC; add in fundraising role.

· Clarify which positions should be classified as PAC Executive positions.

· Include the directive that election or appointment of School Planning Council (SPC) members must be done at the AGM. RSPAC will check with Ministry whether SPC need to be part of the PAC executive.

· Add a statement clarifying that no member of the PAC executive may sign a cheque payable to that member.

· Currently PAC can spend up to $50 without approval/vote (money used primarily for small thank you gifts, etc.). PAC proposes increasing this amount to $100.

· Investigate whether we need Section XVIII – “Hold Harmless”. Lesley Miller will check with DPAC.

If anyone has suggestions for amendments to the constitution please advise RSPAC executive. A copy of the current constitution will be made available on the school website.

Treasurer’s Report (Judith Weymark):
· No significant expenses came through since last reporting.
· $3010 came in from the pub night scholarship fundraiser.
· We have received an additional $4095 from the BC Gaming Grant. They have specified in an accompanying letter that this money must be spent on sports and/or music. When asked for what is needed most, Marne Owen suggested that sports uniforms need to be upgraded, particularly Senior Boys and Girls basketball. Motion made by Leslie Shuparski that the extra $4095 go toward Rockridge uniforms. Seconded by Rita Telford. Motion passed.
· Clarification was provided on BC Gaming guidelines. Funds can only be used to benefit students by enhancing extracurricular activities. No money may be spent on any curriculum related initiatives. Also, these funds can only be spent in BC. For teacher wish lists, we need to provide guidelines for what qualifies. For anyone interested in more information, please go to the BC Gaming website.

· There has been some purchasing of teachers’ wish list items, but this is not reflected in the financials yet. 
· A question was raised about the status of the scholarship fund that is budgeted at $10,000 with actual showing as $3010. It was noted that we have a scholarship fund in trust valued at over $100,000. We will be funding 22 scholarships this year.

DPAC Report (Nancy Henderson):

DPAC will be holding executive election in May. Nancy encourages everyone to join. There is very interesting and timely information presented at the meetings and Superintendent Chris Kennedy always attends and provides updates. Some recent information updates:

· All schools have now been seismically upgraded.

· The public school system in this district is thriving. Nine years ago, 75% of students attended public school (versus private). Now, 84% are attending public school.

· Due to the excellent reputation of this school district we have a very large number of teachers applying for positions. In some cases, 200-300 teachers apply for one opening. Therefore we often get the “cream of the crop”.

· Unique to this school district is the fact that our elementary schools have dedicated music teachers and librarians. All our school counsellors must have masters degrees. 

· Guest presenter Dr. Aaron White spoke about the increase in anxiety disorders and depression among our students. Fortunately there are many avenues for support for both students and their families.

Bleachers Update (Rita Telford):

Architectural plans have been received and the committee is pleased with the design. It is a fairly simple 3-step terraced design that should not pose any difficulties for the eventual contractor. The committee is seeking some clarity on the requirements for handicapped accessibility. Anticipated start date for construction is immediately after school closes for summer holidays with completion estimated for September. Funds will cover the cost of the terraced bleachers; however there may be the possibility of constructing a “plaza” area by the street, which would require additional funds. The committee will report back on this.

Additional Comments (Sheelah Donahue):

In addition to the update in the co-chair report, Sheelah noted that the bylaw states that SPC election must be done at the AGM. This was an oversight in the current school year where the election took place in September. Advertising for SPC will go on our website.

The International Lunch was a big success. Thank you to all the volunteers who brought in a dish and helped with set-up and clean-up.

The Teacher Appreciation Lunch is coming up on Monday, June 20 and Sabina Wallace is looking for volunteers. Please contact Sabina (sabina@thewallaces.ca) or PAC if you can help.

Additional Comments (Marne Owen):

Congratulations to Rockridge students who entered the Green Games Competition at BC Science World. The team won $1000 for the Environmental Club.

The Environmental Club was also successful in their grant application for $20,000 towards solar panels for the school!

Meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm, next meeting on May 17, 7:00-9:00pm
